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Abstract

The aim of the research is to study how geriatric legal social work-
ers (GLSWs) view their role in the process of appointing guardians.
The GLSWs play a decisive role in the process, both in its initiation
and in presenting a written expert opinion to the court concerning
the necessity of appointing a guardian and recommending a suitable
candidate.

From the interviews, it is evident that the GLSWs view their
task as requiring professional skills that lie between two extremes
of intervention: on the one hand, therapeutic treatment of the family
caring for the older adult and, on the other hand, legally approved
authoritative intervention designed to protect them from abuse, ne-
glect and self-neglect.

The research shows that GLSWs do not consider the appoint-
ment of a guardian to be a “magic cure”; they prefer to use therapeu-
tic methods rather than intervening authoritatively. An additional
finding is that the use of legal alternatives to the appointment of a
guardian may provide an intermediate intervention between thera-
peutic and authoritative approaches. The legal alternatives include
among others, tailored guardianship, advanced legal planning, and
support decision-making.

This approach is in line with the significant changes taking
place in Israel and abroad based on empowering the personal free-
dom and right to autonomy of the older adult and minimizing the
use of guardianship. It is therefore vitally important to expand the
GLSWs’ knowledge of these legal tools and to develop their profes-
sional confidence in applying them.
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